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Report Highlights: 
Philippine agriculture expanded 3.8 percent in the first quarter of the year enhanced by
favorable weather conditions with all sub-sectors registering positive gains. This
makes the annual target of reaching a growth rate of 2.7 to 3.7 percent for agriculture
very attainable, according to Agriculture Secretary Leonardo Q. Montemayor.
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For the first quarter of 2002, Philippine agriculture expanded 3.8 percent due to favorable weather
conditions with all sub-sectors registering positive growth rates. Crop production rose 3 percent from
the previous year despite the contraction in coconut, pineapples and coffee production. Livestock
production likewise grew 4 percent fueled by the 6 percent expansion of poultry’s output while the
fisheries sub-sector recorded a 5 percent gain from it’s year-ago level. The positive first-quarter
performance of the sector makes the GOP’s full-year agricultural growth target of 2.7 to 3.7 percent
very attainable, according to Agriculture Secretary Leonardo Q. Montemayor. Although lower than the
previous year’s expansion, this year’s predicted growth in agricultural output takes into consideration
the occurrence of another El Nino dry spell later this year.  


